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The Savior’s Work:
To Seek and Save the Lost

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 13, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
What makes our God who he is? What does he offer to this world that is so 
broken, stained, and dead in sin? What sets him apart from the countless other 
religious systems or worldviews to which people subscribe? God is different 
because he seeks and he saves. He does not demand that we make our way to 
him by good works; nor does he subscribe to salvation by survival of the fittest. 

He sees the sinfulness into which the world has plunged itself, he comes into the world, and he 
seeks and saves those who are lost in sin, just like he did with Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). Once 
God has sought and saved us, he calls us to follow suit--to do our part in the ministry of 
seeking and saving more lost souls. We might think of that as an "off in the distance" issue. But 
we, along with all Christians in America, interact with lost souls every day in our homes, 
neighborhoods, and workplaces. What do those people need more than anything else? Jesus. 
Grace. They need a God who seeks and saves. We are blessed to hear this truth highlighted in 
a special way today from Pastor Jasper Sellnow, who serves as a Home Missionary at St. Paul's 
in Adams, WI. 
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the blue hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 549 Across the Lands
Please join to sing the refrain.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



4

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

Tune: Marty Haugen.  © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people, and be gentle with us in our weakness. 
Deliver us from the bondage of our sin, and direct us to the path of righteousness; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 51:4-5
God encourages all people to look to him alone for salvation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 63A In the Morning I Will Sing
Please join to sing the refrain.

1 O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you like a dry, weary land without water.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.   Refrain

2 For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise.
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.   Refrain

3 On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night,
for you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.   Refrain

Tune: Marty Haugen. Text: © 1963, 1986, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Tune: © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading Romans 5:6–11
Christ saved us, even when we were ungodly sinners.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation Luke 19:9,10

Pastor sings:
Salvation has come to this / house today, 
for the Son of Man came to seek and to / save the lost.
 
Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 19:1–10
Jesus seeks out Zacchaeus to save him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave

Sermon Salvation for the Islands

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we share as members of your holy 
Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in 
faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, and for fellowship with believers in 
our congregation and our synod.
Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use them faithfully.

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we 
need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason 
for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.
Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where 
we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care and let nothing hinder their work. 
By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they 
serve us and others.
Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings.

Keep in your care those who are enduring chronic pain and incessant unhappiness, those 
enduring rejection and struggling with poverty, those mourning the loss of someone they 
loved. Especially bless…

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in 
you, or whose faith is weak or troubled.

Silent prayer

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and 
others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your 
praise forever.
Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like 
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.
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WELS Connection Military Services

Hymn 583 God Loves Me Dearly

Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 578 Chief of Sinners Though I Be
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions 

1. Who are some people in your life you would consider "lost"? In other words, who are the 
people you think are not deserving of God's salvation, much like the Jews would have 
viewed tax collectors like Zacchaeus? What does God say about those people in today's 
readings?

2. "Reconciliation" might be a big church word that gets brushed over by some. Looking at 
the context of Romans 5:6-11, can you figure out what reconciliation means? If not, look at 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21. If that doesn't fully answer the question, look up the word in a 
dictionary and see if that helps.

3. In the verse from Isaiah 51, God talks about his righteousness, salvation, and justice as 
being off in the future. In what way was that true for the Israelites? In what (different but 
similar) way is that true for us? In what way has God's righteousness, salvation, and justice 
already taken place for all people of all time?

4. Consider how you might take part in bringing more people to know Jesus as their Savior. 
Think of (as we pray in today's Prayer of the Church) your relative, coworker, friend, or 
neighbor who does not believe or whose faith is weak or troubled. Write down what you 
might say as part of an invitation to church--why God matters to you; what makes St. 
Paul's special; the hope that heaven gives you. After you write it down, try to find a way to 
invite that person to church before Christmas Day.

5. Please consider donating to WELS Home Missions. Yes, we have a ministry here in 
Wisconsin Rapids to support; but there are so many people in this country who do not 
even have a church nearby to attend. Any donation of any amount could help change that. 
And that, in turn, helps achieve our ultimate goal of bringing more lost souls to Christ.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Midwest Island Missions 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Midwest Island Missions Nov. 13 | 9:15 AM

This Sunday, Rev. Jasper Sellnow is our guest preacher. He serves St. Paul’s in Adams-Friendship 
as a home missionary. During our Family Bible Hour (9:15-10:15 am) Pastor Sellnow will give a  
presentation, titled Midwest Island Missions. Find out about the “islands” of people right here in 
the Midwest that need to be reached with the saving gospel of Jesus Christ. Pastor Sellnow will 
speak about some of the challenges faced reaching people in these rural communities where 
broken homes, addiction, and poverty are realities for many families and individuals. He will 
also share some of the amazing stories of God’s grace and power at work in the hearts and lives 
of these people who are finding hope in God through the gospel message. This presentation will 
give insight into our WELS home missions work and offer encouragement to you as you consider 
your calling to share the gospel with the islands near and far. This presentation, which takes the 
place of our regular Sunday Bible Study, will meet in the cafeteria.

100 Missions in 10 Years
WELS Home Missions has started an initiative to plant 100 new home mission churches from 
2023-2033.  They also plan to support 75 existing ministries with grants to help them reach more 
souls.  You can help with your prayers and gifts and by getting involved. There is a flyer on the 
Welcome Table that describes how mission churches are started and how to provide support 
through your prayers, giving, and getting involved. 

Helping a New Mission Effort
Do you enjoy singing Christmas carols or serving cookies? What about donning a Shepherd’s 
crook and cloak? The Kronenwetter Mission Core Group is urgently seeking carolers, greeters, 
and actors for “The Greatest Gift,” a live outdoor nativity. This event will be a wonderful outreach 
opportunity to share the message of Jesus, our Savior, with the Kronenwetter community. The 
rehearsal will take place Sunday, Dec. 11, 2:00–4:00 pm at Northland Lutheran High School and 
the main event will be Saturday, Dec. 17, 5:00–9:00 pm also at Northland.  The group would like 
all helpers to sign up by Friday, November. 18. For more details and to sign up, text/email Guy 
Russ at 715-297-1106 or grussmobile@yahoo.com.
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Help with the Community Thanksgiving Dinner Nov. 23 & 24

Help is needed on Nov. 23 & 24 to prepare, serve, clean up, and deliver meals as part of the 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner. We expect to serve over 500 meals, so many volunteers are 
needed. Contact Nicole Sukow (715-572-4629) to volunteer.  

Need a Dessert for Thanksgiving?
The Willing Workers still have a few pies, a couple dozen apple crisps, and some cranberry relish 
left from their sale.  All items are frozen, so they will keep well for Thanksgiving or another 
gathering. You can purchase them from the church office, or talk to a Willing Worker.  

Volunteer at the Food Pantry Nov. 28-Dec. 2

Our congregation will be serving at the FOCUS food pantry Nov. 28-Dec. 2. Volunteers are 
needed to help pack groceries for clients. You can serve as little as one 3-4 hour shift. Days and 
times are: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 11:45 am - 4:00 pm and Tuesday 3:45 - 
7:00 pm. Please contact Judy Anderson to volunteer: 715-423-5922 or 5janderson@charter.net.

Awake and Alive Conference Jan. 13-15

College students, young professionals, military or reserves, working a job, in the trades, married, 
single or living at home...  if you are between the ages of 18-28, this conference is specifically 
built for this season of life.  Enjoy Christian community, interviews, discussions, devotions and 
breakout topics. The event costs only $65 and takes place at the Mayo Clinic in Event Center is 
Mankato, MN. Visit AwakeAndAlive.com to find out about speakers, entertainment, meals, 
lodging, and how to register.

The Peace of Christmas Dec. 4 | 6:00 PM

In the hustle and bustle of the holidays, enjoy a peaceful evening preparing your heart for 
Christmas. Advent by Candlelight is an evening of lessons, songs, fellowship, and dessert amid 
beautiful lights and table decorations. Be sure to reserve your spot by signing yup at the Ministry 
Table or calling Marilyn Sigler at 715-213-0054. We could use a few more table hostesses, so more 
people can attend.  If you are willing to serve in this way, please contact Marilyn.

Haul Out the Holly Nov. 25-26 | 9:00 AM

Christmas decorations will be going up in the church on the day after 
Thanksgiving, Friday, Nov. 25 at 9:00 am. There are trees, garland, 
ornaments, candles and more to put up, so lots of volunteers are is needed. 
We also have an outdoor nativity scene to assemble. Anything we can’t finish 
up on Friday morning will be completed on Saturday beginning at 9:00 am. 
Your help would be appreciated.  
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Help with Christmas for Kids Nov. 16 | 6:30 PM

Our Christmas for Kids is on Saturday, Dec. 10.  Helpers and leaders are needed 
in several areas.  A signup sheet and position description are available at the 
Ministry Table, or use the link in the Sunday Sneak Peek email and on our website. 
The event runs from 9:00-11:45 am with an optional lunch to follow. If you are 

interested in more behind the scenes planning or just want to learn more about this event, 
there is a meeting this Wednesday, Nov. 16 at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria.  

Did you hear? Jan. 16-18

The early registration rate for the WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership has been 
extended through Nov. 23. You can still save $50 off the full price! The conference will be held 
Jan. 16-18 at the Hilton Chicago. This conference is not just for those who serve in formal 
leadership positions; it is for anyone who is passionate about the mission of the church and 
wants to lead others to engage in that mission. So, all are welcome—called workers and laity, 
men and women, retirees and high school students, lifelong WELS members, and those new to 
the church. You can choose from a plethora of diverse breakout sessions, covering a vast range 
of topics relevant to congregations and discipleship in the church. Learn more and register at 
lutheranleadership.com.

Remember to Shop with Scrip
The Christmas sales have started earlier this year. Whether you are shopping online or in-store, 
be sure to use your RaiseRight scrip wallet to earn money toward tuition or to support our 
school. Find something you want to purchase? Go to RaiseRight.com and purchase ecards for 
the amount you need.  They are delivered to your online wallet within minutes. Show your 
phone to the cashier or enter the card number online. It’s that easy!

Special Prayers This Week:
 Tom & Jan Peronto are celebrating their 12th wedding anniversary.
 Sue Brester had some cancer return and will be undergoing tests.
 Darlene Reynolds is recovering from a fall.
 For a peaceful decision for Mr. Andrew Danner, who we called to serve as our 

principal.
 Safety for those who will be hunting and traveling over the next couple of weeks. 
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Calendar November 13-20

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Midwest Islands Mission Presentation in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Monday 4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Christmas for Kids Planning Meeting in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Welcome Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  294

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 337,528
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 245,707

Upcoming events
Nov. 23 ~ Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Nov. 24 ~ Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Nov. 25 ~ Decorating for Christmas
Nov. 28 ~ St. Paul’s serving at the Food Pantry
Nov. 30 ~ Midweek Advent Services
Dec. 4 ~ Advent by Candlelight

THANKSGIVING EVE 
WORSHIP SERVICE

Wednesday,
Nov. 23 at 6:30PM
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


